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REMARKS 

Claims 9, 1 1 and 1 2 have been amended in order to more particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which the Applicants regard as the invention. It is respectfully submitted 
thiit no new matter is entered. 

Claims 2-8, 14 and 16-1 It are allowed. 

Independent Claim 9, as amended, is to a junction block that has an inner cover having a 
horizontal plate and vertical walls crossing the horizontal plate, and a power block and connector 
blocks combined with the inner cover. Components such as circuit boards are disposed and 
connected within a space surroun ded by the power block and the connector blocks. The power block 
and the connector blocks form at least a part of the outside of the junction block, and the 
combination of the power block and the connector blocks with the inner cover is carried out by 
engaging a slide-engaging part with a guide part in a direction crossing the horizontal plate of the 
inaer cover at right angles. 

Independent Claim 1 1, as amended, is to a junction block that has an inner cover having a 
horizontal plate and vertical walls crossing the horizontal plate, and a power block and connector 
blocks combined with the innur cover. Components such as circuit boards are disposed and 
connected within a space surrounded by the power block and the connector blocks. The power block 
and the connector blocks form ac least a part of the outside of the junction block. The combination 
of the power block and the connector blocks with the inner cover is carried out by engaging a slide- 
engaging part with a guide part in a direction crossing the horizontal plate of the inner cover at right 
angles, and one of the connector blocks is combined with the inner cover, while the other connector 
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block is combined with the powor block. 

Independent Claim 12, a* amended, is to a junction block that has an inner cover having a 
horizontal plate and vertical walls crossing the horizontal plate, and a power block and connector 
blocks combined with the inner cover. Components such as circuit boards are disposed and 
coonected within a space surrounded by the power block and the connector blocks. The power block 
and the connector blocks form al least a part of the outside of the junction block. The combination 
of the power block and the connector blocks with the inner cover is carried out by engaging a slide- 
engaging part of the connector block or the power block into an engaging hole which communicates 
with a dead space in the power block or the connector block, respectively, in a direction crossing the 
horizontal plate of the inner cover at right angles. 

In the previous Final Office Action, Claims 9, 11, 12, 13 and 15 were rejected under 35 
US C § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shiina et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,597,578) in view of 
Okabe et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,375,517). Reconsideration and removal of these rejections are 
respectfully requested in view of the present claim amendments and the following remarks. 

The Office Action alleges that Shiina et al. discloses a junction block having an inner cover 
(17) and a power block and connector blocks (12, 13, 14) combined with the inner cover (17), 
wherein components such as circaiit boards are disposed and connected within a space surrounded 
by the power block and the connector blocks, wherein the power block and the connector blocks 
form the outside of the junction block, and the combination of the power block and the connector 
blocks with the inner cover is earned out by engaging a slide-engaging part (17b) with a guide part 
(13c, 14c) in a direction crossing the inner cover (17) at right angles. 
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The Office Action admit* that Shiina et al. does not disclose the combination of the power 
block and the connector blocks v/herein the inner cover is carried out by engaging a slide-engaging 
part with a guide part in a direction crossing the horizontal plate of the inner cover at right angles. 
However, the Office Action further alleges that Okabe et al. discloses the combination of the block 
(2) and the block (3) is carried oat by engaging a slide-engaging part (13) with a guide part (12) in 
a direction crossing the horizontal plane at right angles. 

Independent Claims 9, 1 1 and 12 are presently amended to include other walls of the inner 
cover, as described at page 19, line 22 to page 20, line 7 of the present specification. It is 
respectfully submitted that neither of the cited references show or suggest the now claimed inner 
cover having vertical walls crossing a horizontal plate. 

In view of the amendments to Claims 9, 1 1 and 12, and the above remarks, removal of the 
present rejections is respectfully requested. 

In view of the aforementioned amendments and accompanying remarks, Claims 9, 1 1, 12, 
13 and 15, as amended, are believed to be patentable and in condition for allowance in addition to 
Claims 2-8, 14 and 16-18, which action, at an early date, is requested. 

If, for any reason it is felt that this application is not now in condition for allowance, the 
Examiner is requested to contact the Applicants' undersigned attorney at the telephone number 
indicated below to arrange for aa interview to expedite the disposition of this case. 
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In the event that this paper is not timely filed, the Applicants respectfully petition for an 

appropriate extension of time. Please charge any fees for such an extension of time and any other 

fees which may be due with respect to this paper, to Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 

Respectfully submitted, 

KRATZ, QUINTOS & HANSON, LLP 

William G. Ttertt, X. 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 22,631 



WGK/JNB/ak 

Atty. Docket No. 060070 
Suite 400 

1420 K Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 
(202) 659-2930 



II 



23850 

PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



11 



PAGE 14/14 ' RCVD AT 8/1412008 11:23:58 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-€FXRF-6/22 * DfOS:2738300 1 CSID:4128818570 ' DURATION (mm-ss):01<54 



